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Summary Notes
590th NSC Meeting
September 4, 1968, 5:00-7:25 P. M.

U.S., Europe and the Czechoslovakian Crisis

The President: The purpose of the meeting is to assess the impact of the
Czechoslovakian crisis, to discuss how we can use the crisis to strengthen
Western European defense and NATO, and to talk about our relations with

the Russians and Eastern Europeans.
A

Secretary Rusk will summarize the issues and possible ways of dealing
with them. Secretary Clifford will talk about the defense of Western Europe
aand the new disposition of Soviet troops in Central Europe.

Director Helms and Secretary Rusk will give us their views on the German
reaction to the crisis. The press has already printed that the State Department
was recommending additional reassurances to the Germans even before
Secretary Rusk had made any recommendation to the President,

Secretary Fowler will speakon the financial problems,

If we speak out about a threatening situation and the situation does not
develop, we are accused of over-reacting, If we don't speak out and a serious
situation does develop, then we are accused of not having done what we should
have done., This is what happened following an indirect mention of the Romanian
situation in the speech of last Friday.

More meetings of the NSC should be held in the next few weeks so that all
of the members may be fully informed on current foreign problems,

All requests of political candidates for briefings are to be granted.
Mr, Temple and Mr, Rostow are to clear Administration responses to requests
for positions on foreign problems coming from candidates, advisors,

Secretary Rusk: The gravity of the current situation cannot be overstated in

view of the very high costs the Soviet government was willing to pay for inter-
vening in Czechoslovakia,

The situation in Czechoslovakia has been developing since 1967. Dubcek
gained power over conservative Communist Party members in January, 1968,
Press censorship was lifted and other reforms were initiated.-Dissention

between Czechoslovakia and the Soviet Union rose rapidly.
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The summer maneuvers









